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A Study on Some of the Regional Dialects of the Republic of Korea
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Abstract

A language, in general, can be studied in terms of its pronunciation, large or small
groups of regional dialects, and even the spoken style of individual, which is
termed as idiosyncrasy. There may be many regional dialects of a language. It can
be said that regional dialects have stood widely in social communicative field,
especially in the study of a community and its language. Therefore, this research
was carried out to highlight the importance of studying the regional background
in learning the Korean language. In this research, the pronunciation of the two
regional dialects of Korea, which are originated in Gyeongsang and Jeju, was
studied in comparison with the standard Korean language. The present paper also
aims to give a chance for those who are studying the Korean language to study
the existence of regional dialects because of the different regional backgrounds.
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Introduction

Language is the most essential medium in the community. Therefore,
teaching and learning foreign languages systematically has become the important
role to build a society that can be linked to international. That is why, students
majoring in Korean as well as those who want to exchange the views or expertise
in politics, economics, and technology need to know the regional dialects of Korea
in order to be able to communicate effectively with the society of the Korean. This
research will be helpful to point out the social background and regional
background that are related to the regional dialects of Korea.

This research was written to show the different regional dialects of Korean
according to regions. Thus, it is not easy to collect all the regional dialects spoken
in all regions in Korea. Consequently, among the eight Provinces in Korea, the
important regional dialects of the two Provinces were concisely studied.

This research aims to present those who are learning the Korean language
an account of the relationship between the Korean language and regional
background.

Research Questions
The questions of this research are as follows.

e How different are the dialects from one another according to the region?
e How similar are the regional dialects and standard language?

Literature Review

In this session, the standard language and regional dialects, and the related
researches are presented. As defined by Aung Myint Oo (2010), the characteristics
of standard language involve having codifications in grammar and dictionaries,
having standard pronunciation and linguistic values of meaning, having the
standards according to the basic principles, public acceptance and correspondence
with the literary rules and principles.

The varieties of a language are termed as the dialects (Aung MyintOo,
2010). Dialects can be divided into three types, namely regional dialect, social
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dialect or sociolect and temporal dialect. The variety of a language, which differs
according to the regions is termed as the regional dialect, the age or social groups
as the social dialect or sociolect and the era or the period as the temporal dialect.
Of these, regional dialects were chosen as the line of study in the present research.
Regional dialects can have different pronunciation, lexicon and syntax. In other
words, the accent, the choice of words and even the ordering or sequencing of
words to make a sentence may differ based on the geographical position of the
region. A standard language is nominated and spoken from the regional dialects. If
the accent, for example, is different from the standard language, it can be defined
as the accent of dialect.

In the theory of regional dialect, language geography, Professor Seo Sang
Gyo(2010) mentioned the origin of language. He defined that regional language is
the generation of a language by a society from a specific region. As a result, the
language differs according to the nature and characteristics of a society. Regional
dialect is, therefore, the variety of a language, which arises due to the different
society and different geographical location. In that paper, the nature of regional
dialect, its value, the spread of regional dialect, and the division of regional dialect
were categorized under the map of regional dialect and that of language.

Another paper on regional dialect is focused on the regional dialect from
the middle or central region. This research was carried out by Professor Barg
Gayoung Rae (1998) from Department of Linguistics, Korean, Sae Myaung
University. The characteristics, the significant factors in terms of pronunciation,
lexicon and syntax were studied and discussed in the paper.

The study on sociolinguistics, to be exact, the social dialects in Mandalay
was presented by Soe Moe Moe (2006). The study focused on the words used for
the tasks, age, education background, and gender through the interviews with the
local people, Mandalarians. The data were analysed by comparing and contrasting
the terminology and the words used for the tasks, and by making references to the
local experts and the dictionaries.

The regional dialect of Innlay was studied by Aung Min Win in 2007. Its
main focus was on the system of the use of vowel, not only the pronunciation but
also the grammatical structure. The language spoken in Innlay is the variety of the
Myanmar language. However, it has no writing system. The researcher used the
comparative analysis by using the theory of Daniel Jones’ cardinal vowel system.
And to represent the pronunciation, HtunMyint’s book on linguistics was used.

In this research, the regional dialects of the Republic of Korea were studied
in terms of pronunciation, lexicon and syntax.

Research Methodology

The data were collected from the internet web pages and confirmed with
the native speakers. The data collected were presented by the transcription of
Phonetic signs. It was also presented by descriptive method.

Data Analysis and Data Interpretation

There are many regional dialects in Korea according to the regions. Among
them, some regional dialects differ from the standard language only a little while
some differ to a certain extent. There are regional dialects according to the
Provinces of Korea: Gyeonggyi, Gangwon, Chungchoeng, Gyeongsang, Jeolla and
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Jeju. Among the Provinces in Korea, the major regional dialects of Gyeongsang
Province and Jeju Province were studied in this paper.

Regional Dialect in Gyeongsang Province

In this part, the pronunciation of some of the words in Gyeongsang
Province were analysed and interpreted by making comparisons with the standard
language.

The different pronunciation because of the vowel sounds can be seen in the
following.

Standard  Pronunciation Regional dialect Pronunciation Meaning

language
o} A /abddzi/ SR /abudzi/ Father
o] / amdni/ ™ F />muni/ Mother
3 /hjda/ 3o} / hija/ Brother
Al / dzgga/ A / dziga / I

The words used in daily life also vary due to the difference of consonant
sound.

Standard  Pronunciation Regional dialect Pronunciation Meaning
language

Z / gil/ z / dzil/ Path

7213 / gimtgi/ 2 % / dZimtehi/ Pickled
vegetables

e / gotehudza/ 712 / kodzan/ Chili sauce

=2 / morg/ =7 / molgg/ Sand

There are also some words that have the same meaning but the standard
language and regional dialects are totally different.

Standard Pronunciation Regional dialect Pronunciation  Meaning
language

t}g] / dari/ %] / dalgudzi/ Bridge
A4 / dz>shari/ ) o] / teanbgi/ Fontanelle
=2 / mog/ E7HA / mogadzi/ Neck

o o] / dnddrji/ 2] / gundi/ Buttock
25 / modi/ w}7} / makha/ All

By making silent and abbreviation the middle and ending sound of
multisyllabicwords of the regional dialects in Gyeongbang Province, the regional
dialect also varies from the standard language.
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Standard Pronunciation
language
o}o] / aidu?l/ o}
35©] / sandu?ri/ 2T
50l /mindu?ygi/  ZU

Regional
dialect

Pronunciation

/ adu?l/
/ sandi/
/ mundi/

Meaning

Baby
Twin

Porch

By speaking the'H ’/ba/ consonant at the final consonants, it is different

from the standard language.

Standard  Pronunciation
language

At} / teada/

2t} /su?da/

Al gl / sirida/

] 9] A / dd>wdshd/

T A /techtiwdsho/

Regional dialect

e}
G

SRk
SRR
0 A

Pronunciation

/ teabda/

/ sibda/

/ shirdbda/
/ ddbdshd/

/ t¢hubdshd/

Meaning

Bitter

Use/ Sour

Be dazzled
(As it is) hot
(As it is) cold

The words that have the grammatical meaning in standard language and

regional dialect also vary.

Standard  Pronunciation
language
=2 /mankhu?m/
kS / bdlsd/
HZ / bjdllo/
W3] / gweni/
Z / dzogu?m/
V= / gaku?m/

Regional dialect

A A
Aol
t7tol

Pronunciation

/ mant¢hu?m/

/ hama/

/ billo/
/bggdZzi,megdzi/
/ t¢EmEei/

/ gangai/

Meaning

About
Already
Too
Very
Few
Often

It is also found that the voiced tones of the standard language are spoken as
voiceless tones in regional dialect.

Standard Pronunciation Regional dialect Pronunciation Meaning
language

702 /geguri/ -2 / kEguri/ Frog

Zoj /dzandg/ - u] /teantg/ Pole

=27 /dzogdzibgei/  ZR 7 /teot¢ibkey Pincers

A= / gdkuro/ ke / kdkullo/ Haphazardly

The study of the variety of language used in Gyeongsang Province revealed
the differences in some vowel sound, which are resulted by changing that of the
standard language. The words used in everyday life also differ, especially because
of the consonant sound. What is more, making silent and abbreviation of the
middle and ending sound of multisyllabic words and speaking the ]2} /ba/
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consonant at the final consonants are also the differences between the regional
dialect of Gyeongsang Province and the standard language. The words that convey
the grammatical sense are totally different from the standard language.

Regional Dialect in Jeju Province

The words for relatives are different between the standard language and the
regional dialect of Jeju Province.

Standard Pronunciation Regional dialect Pronunciation Meaning

language
o 7]
ol
RO
o} A A
< i

P

/abddzi/
Jombdni/
/haabddzi/
/adzd¢i/

/opa/

/halmdni/

O
-

to

el
=

o 2 2
M o of ok
oL of oL

ol

/abay/
/>mdn/
/hinu?ban/
/adzubay/
/oriban/
/halman/

Father
Mother
Grandfather
uncle
brother
grandmother

There are also some words that have the same meaning but the choice of
words of the standard language and regional dialects are different.

Standard
language

e
E
17
SRR
A
ol

The words that have the grammatical

Pronunciation Regional

/dari/
/sdphan/
/okg/
/toteEljo/
/geran/
/bdnydri/

ialect
7he
ZaHE
%A
EEas

=4)7)

™ 2 7]

regional dialects in Jeju Province also vary.

Standard
language

] oAl e
Sh=u?
THYN?
i s
=

IA]

s

3

td

2
;10_‘
ul
iw
i)

r?

o

Pronunciation

/paliostjo/
/oadnu?na/

/dzostimnika/

/gu?redo/

/moru?gedt¢ijo/

/aradstimnida/

Regional
dialect

EA8A

Sp AR

Pronunciation

/gadal/
/galboru?m/
/dutei/
Jtdokosu?m/
/doshggi/

/marggi/

Meaning

Bridge/ Foot
West wind
shoulder
Rice powder
Chicken egg
Dumb

meaning in Standard language and

Pronunciation Meaning

/hu?ndzd>obsd/
/oagina/
/dz0sugoa/
/gonhedo/
/molu?kige?/

/aradsuda/

Come quickly
Came?
Good?
However

You don’t know,
do you?

Have known
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In the disyllabic words of the regional dialects in Jeju Province, the back
syllable is the same but the fore syllable is different.

Standard Pronunciation Regional dialect Pronunciation Meaning
language

12| /thd¢il/ Al /ge¢il/ Be rough
7+ /gamum/ 5 /gomum/ drought
A2l /albab/ 24} /gonbab/ Rice gruel
74 0) /kenib/ 9l /juib/ Sesame leaf
SIRE] /hEnd/ =1 /jomnjd/ saleswoman

In the disyllabic and trisyllabic words of the regional dialect in Jeju
Province, the first syllable is the same but the rest are different.

Standard Pronunciation Regional dialect Pronunciation Meaning
language

w7t} /b>gdbda/ )=t /b>tehida/ Hold

oF Al /jangig/ S| /jansdg/ Western style
ZForA] /gannadzi/ 737y 0] /gansenyi/ Whelp
Z=0}%] /sonnadzi/ S ol 7] /sonnegi/ Young bull

There are some words those consonants are the same but the vowels are
different in the fore or mid or final syllable of the regional dialects.

Standard Pronunciation Regional Pronunciation Meaning

language dialect

7= /gamiim/ & /gonmum/ Drought

alolale]  /goigoi/ 1%k /gojangojan/  Beautifully

TIA A /gudzdge/ 147 /gutdzdki/ The day before
yesterday

o] /gatehi/ = 0] /gotehi/ together

vy o] /ngngi/ A /nangi/ weed

=71%F /dongigan/ A /dénguigan/ Relations between

brothers and sisters

By combining and abbreviating the disyllabic and trisyllabic words of the
regional dialects, it can also be varied.

Standard  Pronunciation Regional dialect Pronunciation Meaning
language

yd /ngil/ = /nil/ Tomorrow
AU /sonami/ A /sonan/ Pine tree
N /dz>riro/ RE| /dzore/ Toward
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Standard  Pronunciation Regional dialect Pronunciation Meaning
language

Z o} /dzognari/ ol /dzdnnE/ Crus
LI /phgnnami/  FF /phu?nnan/

The onomatopoeic and mimetic words are also different.

Standard Pronunciation Regional Pronunciation Meaning

language dialect

ZAZA [kamtagkamteag & 959t /dzimmagdzimmag/ Suddenly
/

Ao [tgilku?mtgilku?  Z2FE2} /dzolagdzolag/ A little
m/

v 2124l /phigigphi¢ig/ HE219k2] /bangigbangig/ Coyly

wergr  /moragmorag/ 2t /méragmoran/ Piping hot

7+E7r%  [kangtghonkanteh — Z2F&2} /teholagteholag/ With a hopping
on/ gait

93y /bphdly, 23 /hu?laghu?lag/ loosely

In the comparative study of the standard language and the regional dialect
of Jeju Province, the words for relatives, the onomatopoeic and mimetic words are
totally different. There are also differences in the pronunciation of the words
having the grammatical sense that shows the end of a sentence. And some of the
disyllabic words used in Jeju Province have the same pronunciation for the first
syllable with the difference for the second compared to the standard language. In
some of the words, there are the same consonants but different vowels in the fore
or mid or final syllable of the regional dialect.

Findings and Discussion

The regional dialect in Jeju Province has more variation in syntax and word
choice than the Gyeongsang Province. Although it is the same in the regional
dialects for relatives in Jeju Province and that of Gyeongsang according to the
variation of vowel sounds, vocabulary and syntax, the regional dialects in Jeju
Province have more difference of word choice and syntax than Gyeongsang
Province.

Although having the same meaning, it is found out that the standard
language and regional dialects are totally different. It has been learned that the
daily usages of Gyeongsang Province are different from the standard language due
to the difference of vowel sound and consonant sound. The regional dialect in
Gyeongsang Province has some differences by making silent and abbreviated in
the fore, mid and final sound in multisyllabic words. The difference can also be
found by speaking the final consonant ]85 }/ba/. The voiced tone of the standard
language is spoken into voiceless tone.

In the disyllabic words of the regional dialects in Jeju Province, the final
consonant is the same but the first consonant is different from the standard
language. And in the disyllabic and trisyllabic words, the first syllable is the same
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and the rest syllables vary. The vowel sound is the same but the consonant sound is
different in the fore, mid and final syllable of the regional dialects. By abbreviating
disyllabic and trisyllabic words of the standard language, the vocabularies also
differ from one another. There are also the differences of onomatopoeic and
mimetic words.

Conclusion

By studying regional dialects, not only the nature of the language but also
the atmosphere, customs, belief and the lifestyles of the different regions can be
known. It can also be assumed that the further from the urban region, the more
unusual the language. Regional dialects can reflect not only the geographical
situation but also the social lives of the residents. It is recommended that the
regional dialects of Korea have to be explored much more as they are different
according the variation of regions and the characteristics of the language have the
widespread and deep values.
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